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o < \aiim for a political and legal understanding of
Blue Cltlzen( Ip a guideline for stewardship and rights
S Tat. ﬁ.r!‘_p, ; A Blue Citize;n is aware of the o'an’s vital role, its
interconne on with life on land, and theyshared responsibility
— Compass we hqld/ 0SS bord%s, ecosystems, ‘and communities. We are

dedicated to undefstanding the reIatlonshi-p between the
- ocean,;so iety, and all living organisms, and we do not regard
a mere resource.

A Blue Citizen is educated about the ocean and actively shares
knowledge—acting as an ambassador and raising awareness
in society. We appreciate and respect the ocean as our life-
sustaining engine, driven by a passion for protecting it and
ensuring a reciprocal relationship with nature.

We stand up for the ocean, give voice to its needs, and take
action—through ~ community  involvement, political
engagement, or personal commitments. A Blue Citizen seeks
justice and equality across borders, advocates for balance in
giving and taking, and contributes to collective efforts to
restore and sustain the ocean.

As Blue Citizens we acknowledge the fact that it is ultimately
not the ocean that needs governance but our behavior
towards it.

In line with Challenge 10 from the UN Ocean Decade, as Blue
Citizens we believe in a healthy human-ocean-relationship that
just needs to be restored.

Even though naturally rooted in our very existence on an
Ocean Planet, Blue Citizenship is a conscious decision to live in
respect, awareness, and responsibility—based on the belief
that the ocean is not separate from us, but part of who we
are.

The project Young Citizens‘ Council for the Ocean is
implemented by Nina Dietz and Jan Feuring with the
support of the EU4Ocean Coalition funded by the

#EU40cean European Commission.

The content of the publication herein is the sole responsibility of the

#Youth40cean publishers, and it does not necessarily represent the views expressed by

x4 * the European Commission or its services. Views and opinions expressed

United Nations Decade nite A #EUBIUESChOOI’s are, however, those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect

02 1 : those of the European Union, or the European Climate, Infrastructure and
030 of Ocean. Science ac rma Environment Executive Agency (CINEA). Neither the European Union nor
for Sustainable Development ac the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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ii;,t.QOcean Literacy: Educating pe aBéutihg ‘0cean’s importance |§seﬁt|al

Emphasis on nature’s inherent valle in sustainability: We must protect and care for
~—~the ocean, rather than own or exploit it.

V. Ocean  Advocacy: Let's stand up and raise our voices for the ocean.

Vl. Youth “Participation: Young people must be heard, taken seriously, and included in
political processes.

«  VII. Think globally, act locally: We start our common endeavor at a European scale, aiming
for local implementation and striving for a global vision.

VIII.  Solidarity in transition: Our council takes a realistic and sustainable political stance.
We consider not only environmental, but also economic impacts. We show empathy
toward sectors that need to adapt and strive for a just transition.

We call for fair burden-sharing and support for countries with fewer financial
resources.
Global North states must support those in the Global South.

IX. Integrity in Communication: We commit to honesty and realism. We avoid exaggeration
and oversimplification. We seek to understand in order to help—and we choose
optimism.

X.  Universal Collaboration and Expertise: As Blue Citizens, we value multiple
perspectives, build networks, and promote knowledge-sharing. We aim to collaborate
with experts to find common solutions.
We recognize and respect the expertise of Indigenous People and Local Communities
and strive for collaboration and participation in decision-making.

Xl.  Behavioral Change: We are committed to sustainable consumption, awareness, and
the ongoing reconsideration of our habits.
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~Combatting | Harmful Ocean Exp oitatio"hf

We demand-a moratorium on deep-sea mining. >
We advocate for a complete phase-out of bottom trawllng practices and call for an

immediate ban on bottom trawling within Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) as an
~ essential first step.

We urge countries to conduct thorough, independent research on the true costs of

bottom trawling and deep-sea mining, challenging prevailing narratives promoted by

certain governments and corporations.

We urge the EU to respond decisively to governments initiating deep-sea mining—

through public criticism, sanctions; or trade tariffs.

Ending lllegal, Unregulated, and Unreported (IUU) Fishing
We demand robust control mechanisms to prohibit IUU fishing.
We propose integrating satellite and Al technologies into enforcement strategies.

Sustainable Fisheries Management
We call for the revision of current fishing quotas, ensuring alignment with ecological

limits and scientific data.

Supporting Marine Restoration and Innovation
We demand EU funding for national rewilding projects such as artificial reefs, kelp

farms, and mangrove restoration.
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'" fto incentivize alternatives to plastic and call on the European
Commission to cooperate only with sustainable firms.

We propose a reward system for companies that invest in research on plastic
alternatives, implement circular economy practices, and reduce plastic production and
-consumption.

Companies must also be required to internalize the true cost of plastic production and
use.

Enhancing Ocean-Linked Reporting and Standards

We call on the EU to build on existing frameworks such as ESG (Environmental, Social,
and Governance) and GPPS (Global Plastic Pollution Scorecard), integrating them into
EU ocean initiatives.

ESG reports must align with ocean-related EU goals and help reduce ocean-bound
plastic.

We also support the development of a taxonomy for sustainable marine activities,
covering marine ecosystem protection and responsible marine resource use.

Empowering Civil Society and Transparency

We encourage civil society actors to contribute to ocean monitoring and reporting.

The EU should incentivize citizen participation, making gaps in regulation more visible
and increasing public engagement with EU ocean action.
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Acting on Urgency and Science
. We demand clearly communicated deadlines for action in emergency zones, especially
those identified by coastal communities, Indigenous Peoples, scientists, and other
ocean experts.

High Seas Treaty and Legal Recognition

We urge all European nations and global partners to quickly ratify the High Seas Treaty
(BBNI Agreement).

Even if BBNJ is not universally signed, we insist that ratifying parties move forward and
do not allow a decade of negotiations to go to waste.

We call for the eventual recognition of the High Seas as a legal person. As a step
towards making the ocean a space of rights, legal personhood for cetaceans should be
granted as a symbolically important interim stage.

Upholding the Precautionary Principle

The EU must place the Precautionary Principle at the core of all ocean-related
decision-making.

In this context, we also call for the establishment of rules to prevent harmful tourism
and ocean noise pollution.
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To suppont - this, we propose a clear, collaborative five-step framework
that invites policymakers to gradually and meaningfully integrate young

voices into existing structures.

Step 1: Recognition

We propose the formal recognltlon of a Young Citizens’ Council for the
Ocean as a legitimate consultative body by the European Commission.
This council would operate at the European level, bringing together
young Europeans committed to protecting the ocean and supporting
EU ocean objectives.

Step 2: Information Access

We ask to be informed throughout the decision-making process.

We would like access to relevant protocols and working documents. We
are ready to sign non-disclosure agreements where necessary, and
propose jointly agreeing on a reasonable lead time that enables us to
provide constructive input before decisions are made public.
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-Step 4: Conditional qu y

In rare and clearly deﬁned cases, We propose the right to delay the
implementation of a proposed policy — specifically, when that policy
contradicts the EU’s own national or international commitments.

This mechanism is not intended to disrupt but to serve as a safeguard
for coherence and integrity. The Young Citizens’ Council for the Ocean
would act as a guaranteeing body, helping to ensure that Europe
adheres to its own stated principles and agreements.

Where appropriate, it could be discussed, whether such a delay
mechanism could remain confidential to avoid unnecessary public
pressure or politicization, while still enabling internal course correction.

Step 5: Institutionalized Participation

In the long term, we hope to be recognized as a legislative institution
with the following rights:

* A vote on ocean-related EU decision-making

* The right of initiative to propose relevant policy ideas
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* Holds the institutional rights outlined in the five -step proposal

. ResponS|bIe for representing youth in official EU ocean-related processes

2. General Council

* Open to young people aged 14-30

 Functions as a space for education, engagement, and empowerment

e Members participate in Ocean Literacy Workshops and elect the Core
Council at regular intervals (to be discussed and agreed upon)

* Only individuals aged 16 to 27 may be elected to the Core Council

To ensure a broad and inclusive perspective, participation in both councils is
open to all young Europeans, including those from countries outside the
European Union — such as potential EU candidate countries or landlocked
states with a stake in ocean-related matters.

We believe this pan-European approach enriches the conversation and
strengthens solidarity across the continent.

Should the European Commission consider it necessary, the Council is open to
discussing a defined minimum share of EU citizens within the Core Council to
ensure adequate representation in line with the Council’s formal relationship to
EU institutions.
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T S G Roko Sari(:,SCroatia, 18
the Blue Gitizen Ula Fajon, Slovenia, 17

Valentina Kramer, ltaly, 16

gZ’:ZZSZyW;; David Critan, SpaiZ, 17

Naomi Eijkenaar, Netherlands, 17

Anna Theissen, Germany, 16

Antonia Spielvogel, Germany, 17

, Young Paul Nilca, Iceland/Romania, 19

' oo ’ Veronika Honak, Ukraine/Cyprus, 17
w% Citizens Lauritz Gut, Germany, 17
COUﬂC“ for lanna Meinshausen, Switzerland, 19
Mia Bulat, Serbia, 18

the Ocean Julischka MacNeil, Germany, 18
Daria Moti, Romania, 16

June, 2025 George Kalogeropoulos, Greece, 17
Ona Santisteban, Spain, 19
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While our compass s inclusive by principle and open to
Blue Citizens the world over, we seek to build on
regional structures to advance meaningful change in
(young) Blue Citizenship participation and to lay the
foundation for a hopeful narrative of European ocean
identity. In this sense, the EU can be seen as a
pragmatic starting point with pioneering potential. Since
there is only one ocean—our shared responsibility and
a common stake for all humanity—the Blue Citizenship
endeavor is inherently cosmopolitan in spirit.

& youthcouncil@beabluecitizen.eu

#EU40cean
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icu a, developeﬁy the founders and in wrs of the Young
&Cltlzens Council for the Ocean. The Cufficula are grounded in three interwoven. pillars:

Knowledge (Think) — to understand the ocean’s complexity, and importance

Culture (Feel) — to connect emotionally and creatively,

Governance (Act) — to take responsibility and shape inclusive, just ocean policies.

As we share this first edition of the Compass, we warmly invite policymakers, institutions, and all interested

stakeholders to engage in dialogue with the Council. We look forward to constructive exchange, reflection,

and collaboration as we work together toward a thriving future for our ocean.

Dr. Chris Armstrong, Professor of Political Theory

Juliette Aminian Biquet, PhD Researcher MPAs within the EU

Dr. Joachim Dengg, GEOMAR Helmholtz-Zentrum fiir Ozeanforschung Kiel

Jonas Godau, SEALEVEL / Kiel-Marketing e.V.

Linzi Hawkin, Creative strategist / Ocean advocate & Environmental educator / Protect Blue
Lisa Heigl & Kevin Eisenhardt, Int. OCEAN FILM TOUR

Karina Higa, Empathea Blue Ltda/ ECOP Programme

Laura Khatib Lakiss, ECOP Programme

Dr. Jana Koerth, Marine Protection Officer Kiel

Janina Léwe, Education Officer from Ocean Summit-and Ocean Youngsters

Sigrid and Dieter Markworth, Round-the-World-Sailors

Angel Muiiiz Piniella, European Marine Board

Sonja Mébius, Volunteer Young Citizens’ Council for the Ocean

Dr. Ingo Narberhaus & Nina Salomon, BMUKN (Federal Ministry)

Dr. Francesca Santoro, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (I0C) of UNESCO
Anouk Segebart, Filmmaker Young Citizens’ Council for the Ocean

Corinne van Egeraat & Petr Lom, Filmmakers “I am the River, the River is me”

Peter Wiebe, Education Officer from Ocean Summit and Ocean Youngsters

#EU40cean
#Youth40Ocean
#EUBlueSchools

The project Young Citizens‘ Council for the Ocean is implemented by Nina Dietz and Jan

Feuring with the support of the EU40cean Coalition funded by the European Commission.
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loin the Blue Citizen Network
Blue Citizen e.v. is a non-profit initiative dedicated to strengthening international cooperation, democratic participation, and
ocean stewardship. The association provides a platform for projects that connect ocean knowledge, civic engagement, and
political responsibility across borders.

Through educational and exchange formats, dialogue across disciplines and cultures, and a shared commitment to
cosmopolitan cooperation, Blue Citizen aims to contribute to restoring humanity’s relationship with the ocean.

If you would like to be part of this initiative — whether by contributing ideas, collaborating on projects, exploring internship
opportunities, or learning more about the experiences behind the Young Citizens’ Coundil for the Ocean— we would be glad to
hear from you. As a non-profit association, we are happy to share our resources, materials, and insights from this EU pilot
project.

B Send us an email: youthcouncil@beabluecitizen.eu

Netzwerkpartner des

Blue Citizen e.V. is an official partner of the German Committee for the UN Decade of Deutschen Komitees der
Ocean Science (ODK for short), one of 40 national committees worldwide that UN-0Ozeandekade (ODK)

support the implementation of the Decade of Ocean Science in their countries. 2021-2030

We are also official partners of The Blue Thread - a global network by UNESCO-10C
and Prada Group uniting those who promote ocean literacy, sustainability, and the
principles of the Venice Declaration.
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. The Blue Citizen Curriculum is an educational frame d’esigrféﬁt  help
" young people explore their relationship with the.ecean and understand their
role in shaping its future. -
- Developed within the Young Citizens’ Council for thc'GCe/én, the curriculum
combines scientific understanding, personal reflection, and civic

engagement. It is structured around three pillars:
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Exploring marine Legal and political
identity and frameworks for ocean
aesthetics as a stewardship and
foundation for participationin
sustainable action. decision-making
processes.

Understanding the
interactions between
land and sea to
support informed
decision-making.

The idea:
to empower a new generation
of Blue Citizens who
understand the ocean not
only as an ecosystem — but
as a shared political space
that requires responsibility,
cooperation, and democratic
participation.
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